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Japan and China in Transnational East Asia
Dr Chigusa Yamaura, Junior Research Fellow and Departmental Lecturer, Nissan Institute of
Japanese Studies and Contemporary China Studies
This option will be taught in Hilary Term.
Overview
This course examines various movements of people, images, and ideas in the intra-Asia context,
with a particular focus on Japan and China. In an increasingly globalized world, it has become more
and more common for individuals to move across national borders-- voluntarily or involuntarily--to
work, live, or marry. These flows are not random, but rather patterned as a result of various
political, economic, social, and historical factors. In addition to looking at how time and space have
become compressed as a result of globalizing processes, we will investigate what forms of
inequalities shape and result from these movements. We will also examine how historical
developments (especially Japanese imperialism), ethnicities, class, and gender generate certain
flows of people within and beyond East Asia. Moreover, we will focus on people’s agency in these
transnational experiences.
This Course Takes Three Unique Approaches:
1) an interdisciplinary perspective
A key premise of this course is that questions concerning transnational flows are best investigated
form the vantage point of multiple, interdisciplinary perspectives within the social sciences. Thus,
we will read a range of historical, ethnographic, sociological, and political science texts. By exploring
dynamics and phenomena at multiple scales of analysis (state-level, society-level, and individuallevel), we will examine the complexities of transnational movements.
2) a cross-country perspective
Instead of focusing on one particular country, this course takes a cross-country viewpoint. By tracing
and examining movements across different countries and political units (mainly mainland China
(PRC) and Japan, but also Taiwan, Hong Kong, the Philippines, South Korea, Malaysia, etc.), we will
critically analyse how relations between polities influence people’s lived experiences.
3) a perspective that examines local-transnational dynamics
While our focus is transnational flows, we will also investigate how local norms, values, and
ideologies generate transnational movement. Thus, we shall seek to link transnational movements
with the local contexts from which they emerge and at which they arrive.
Teaching arrangement

Weekly two-hour classes, consist of a lecture, a short student presentation, and class discussion.
Each week, one or two students will make a short presentation to address key concepts, questions,
dilemmas, or paradoxes for consideration, in particular linking the larger themes of the course and
specific examples from the readings. Other students need to be ready to discuss the topics by
completing the readings.
The Topics covered include:

Globalization and mobilities in the world and East Asia

Migration and the political economy of desire

Colonialism and migration in East Asia

Transnational kinship and family

Transnational labor migration

Gendered and marriage migration

Practices and/or rhetoric of “Pan-Asianism” and “ethnic reunion”

State intervention in mobility and boundaries
Course assessment
Formative assessment: two practice essays (max 1500 words): face to face and/or written feedback
will be provided.
Summative assessment: A four-hour take home exam (open textbook)
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Statement of Coverage
This document applies to students starting the MSc and/or MPhil in Japanese Studies in Michaelmas Term 2020. The
information in this handbook may be different for students starting in other years.
Disclaimer
The information in this document is accurate as at 29 September 2020, however it may be necessary for changes to be
made in certain circumstances, as explained at www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/coursechanges. If such changes are made the
department will publish a new version of this handbook together with a list of the changes and students will be
informed.
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